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two scientific visits. In Berlin Humboldt followed with appetite the researches of American scientists, taking pride in the great advances in knowledge made in the Republic that he had visited at the beginning of the century, Darwin himself eagerly sought data from the New World. Thus American science continued to be closely related to that of England, Germany, and France.
Still other inherited patterns guided American scientists in the Jack-sonian era. The traditional conflict between naturalism and supematur-alism had not been resolved. For instance, Dr. Thomas Cooper of South Carolina in 1833 published a pamphlet, On the Connection between Geology and the Pentateuch, in which he deplored the efforts to square irreconcilables. More important than the survivals of the earlier assumption that science contradicted Revelation were the continued and ever more prominent efforts on the part of religious-minded scientists to reconcile naturalism and supernaturalism.
Virtually all the leading scientists in the 1830s and 1840s accepted in one or another form the basic doctrine of Christian theology and explicitly tried to show that no contradiction existed between science and religion. In his college edition of Bakewell's Geology Sillirnan tried to make the facts of that science accord with Genesis. Despite the fact that this effort aroused the wrath of Dr. Thomas Cooper, Sillirnan continued to maintain that all the findings of field study and the laboratory confirmed Scripture. His gifted pupil, James Dwight Dana, was of one mind on this point with his master. So, too, was the Swiss-American, Arnold Guyot, who, like Dana, tried to see in the Bible's misty, poetical account of creation a more or less exact statement of natural phenomena. In the same spirit Lieutenant Maury, the Virginian who won world fame for creating oceanography, clung to the literal interpretation of the Bible* "If the two cannot be reconciled," he declared in speaking of science and Revelation, "the fault is ours, and it is ours because, in our blindness and weakness, we have not been able to interpret aright either the one or the other."2
Some scientists, however, did not insist on the literal truth of the Scriptural account of creation and the deluge. The Reverend Edward Hitchcock, director of the geographical survey of Masachusetts and president of Amherst College, making no efforts at literal reconciliation,
2 Diana Fontaine Maury Corbin, A Life of Matthew Fontaine Maury (London, 1888), 106.